FRIDAY

Happy Birthday Elise Delhez

Competition Day One

After an overcast morning walk to the
exam room, the sun shone through be-
fore the end of the paper. There was a
surprising number of queries, with a
clarification being asked for by more
than one third of the contestants. Prob-
lem 2 was favoured by most of the con-
testants, while problem 4 was consid-
ered to be the most fiendish. We are all
very much looking forward to the second

paper.

Did you know...

...that April showers are a typical fea-
ture of the British weather at this time
of year? There is an old saying that
“April showers bring May flowers”, so
hopefully the gardens will be just as
full of flowers next month!

= Cupcakes for the birthday girls

Two contestants celebrated their birth- =
days yesterday. Elise Delhez (from Bel-

gium) and Natalie Behague (from the
United Kingdom) both celebrated in style
after the exam. They and their team
mates were presented with special cup-
cakes in the Dome after lunch, and were
able to relax with their friends, old and
new, in the afternoon. We wish them
many happy returns of the day.

Cambridge Maths Tour

On Saturday afternoon, the Guides will
take the contestants on a tour of Cam-
bridge. This will start at the Isaac New-
ton Institute, which the contestants have
walked past on their way to and from
the exams but which they might not

Cards in the Walkway

Three of the UK team

have had time to notice. The tour will
then move on to other significant math-
ematical locations in Cambridge, includ-
ing sights in the city centre and some of
the older colleges. This will be a great
opportunity to take lots of photos, so
bring your cameras and wear comforta-
ble shoes!

Peaceful Pairing Puzzle




Contestants will be provided with
Brunch (instead of breakfast) which
means they need not get out of bed
much before 11:30, at which time a
fantastic late morning meal will be
served in the Dome.

Combinatorics Talk, Dan
Schwarz

19:30, Long Room

Final Marks Online

Watch your results as they arrive
live on Saturday in the Long Room
and at

egmo2012.org.uk

Ceilidh, 20:00, the Dome

The word ‘ceilidh’ originally meant
just a gathering of people, but it has
come to mean an evening of tradi-
tional music and dancing. The mu-
sic is played by a group of musicians
called the ceilidh band and consists
of traditional British tunes. Much
of this originates in Scotland and
Ireland, but regions of England also
have their own traditional music
and dances and they also display
influences from other countries, for
example, Hungary. A ceilidh, also
known as a barn dance in England,
is a fairly common occurrence in
villages throughout the United
Kingdom. In England it is traditional
to have a caller as part of the band,
and in this way everyone can take
part even if they have never seen
the dance before. The caller will
teach the dance before it starts and
also call out instructions whilst the
music is playing. The dances are
often danced in pairs or a set (four
dancers arranged in a square) and
many involve swapping partners as
part of the dance.
caller and a live band for our cei-
lidh.
Dome this evening and experience
this for yourselves — no prior
knowledge is needed at all, just
comfortable shoes and lots of en-
thusiasm.

we'll have a |

Please come along to the

7:30 Breakfast for Contestants
and Leaders

8:00 Breakfast for Deputies and
Observers

8:30 —13:00 Paper 2

PM Punting & Tourist Activities
17:30 Maths Talk—see poster
20:00 Ceilidh (traditional music
and dancing), Dome

8:00 Breakfast for Leaders, Coor-
dinators and Deputies

11:30 Brunch for Contestants
and Guides

12:00 Lunch for Leaders, Coordi-
nators and Deputies

PM Cambridge Maths Tour
18:15 Dinner

19:30 Maths Talk—see poster
Craft Evening, Dome

8:00 Breakfast

9:15 Get on coaches

Excursion to Bletchley Park
18:00 Return to MEC

19:00 Gala Dinner (dress code:
lounge suits), Dome

8:00 Breakfast
Departure




